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thinking it a pity to throw it away. By the time he
finished such dry leaf the new supply would have
been growing old. Thus it is Anjappa's portion
in life to have fresh leaf and yet chew withered
ones. That bag and the nut it contains are
famous in our village. We people have the notion
that a nut is something to be chewed with leaf
and swallowed. That is just like our folly. Nut is
not intended to become pulp in the mouth speedily.
Its function, more accurately, is to tickle the
palate and make the saliva flow and become soft
with great gradualness in the process and merge
with the leaf. If the nut should become pulp
immediately you put it into your mouth where
are you going to find the supply for chewing
all the twenty-four hours ? After considerable
search, Anjappa decided which leaf 'had reached
the farthest stage of withering and which bit of
nut was likely to resist softening best and put
them into his mouth, with a little chunam from a
small metal casket. A few minutes later he said:
"I came to say something to you, Rangappa."

*'What was it, Anjappa ? Tell me please,
and I shall listen with pleasure. You are a man
with wonderful experience. There must be a
hundred things you know which may be of use to
young people like us."